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Jeffrey Miller, the lnndseape architect who desigied the grounds of Oakland's Pacific Cannery Lofts, attempted to ereate an environment
that wns more conducive to socializing, which included designing these two U-shaped seating arrangements in the development's living room courtvaed.
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Bringing the indoors outdoors

San Francisco landscape architect is trying to use his designs to unite residents

By Jeremy Schnither

SFRLOCKSHOFPRTR COM

For Jeffrey Miller,
lamdscape archileciure s
more than just plants,
waterfulls and decorative
rocks, For Miller, the
founder of San Francis-
eo's Miller Company
!.il1!|l.|.hL‘ﬁ|.H:' Archilecls,
it's about wniting living
spaces wnd bringding
penple together.

"My impefus to be a
landseape architest came
ot al 51 question — how
o design social and
public spase so that
there were betler rela-
tinnships hetween peo-
ple,” he said, “Tt wasn't &
nidure-based beginning,
it came Froo mrore of a
enciclogical perspectiee,”

Bince forming Miller
Comypany in 1980, the
former sociology student
and Glmrmaker hos heen
invalved with some of
the more dramatically
lanedscageed residential
comimwnities in the Bay
Area. He's worked on
developments swch a5
Pacific Cannery Lofts
and Zephyr Gate in Oak-

lard, the Emerywille

Lofts in Emeryville, and
Potrero Heights at 8th
and Arkansas steeets in
San Francisco. Anyhody
whe has been to any of
those progects will tolics

| Chinese American indostriolists.

a eomiman themme:
They're designed to
increne inlernetion
among their residents.
Take Pacific Cannery
Ll:'}fl_'i.. o Hx:n!ﬂpﬂu. The
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Phoio cowrhesy Mile Compars Landscape nchsecis

The Lew Hing Garden at Pacifle Cannety Lofis {5 dedicated to the founder of the Pacifie Coast Canndng
Company, whose former worehoose is the centerpiece of the development. Hing was one of the nation’s first

| develogiment. which is

| built around an old can-

| mery warehouwse, has o
dining room cntry court
and a living room court-
vard with two lavges

C-shaped seating ar-
rangements, A linear
garden grove runs be-
tween the condo wnits in
the cannery building
and the ‘||1n'¢'-.'s|_|_1ry

townhouses that were
basilt just to its cast,

“That grove is soct of
a garden strect extension
iof Pine Streed imto the
project.” said Kevin
Wileoek, a partner with
Depid Baker = Poariners
architects, which de-
signed Pacific Cannery
Lofis, “The unils are
aecessed off of that
grove, and people hang
oiet on the radzed poreh-
es there, and its setup
really encourages inter-
artion and cireulation
throughowt the oomn-
plex.”

Miller says that mak-
ing a more aociable -
ing spacc is prethy sime
ple, One tactio: Creafe
sealing arveas where
people can =it directly
aeress from each other.

“The ouldoor seating
is set up so that people
ean look at each other
when they sit,” he said.
“Dftentimes you see
puhlic benches that are
bile in a lnear fashion
that doesn’t allow people
to face each other.”

These days, Miller
says, he is keenly in-
terested in the “edges” of
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developments, devising
Ways {0 connect subeam-
munities within the Cen-
tral Station neighbor-
hoed in Oakland. To that
end, he's worked to
weawe Lhe Pacilic Can-
nery Lofts and Fephve
Gate together, amel he
hopes to tie them toa
third planned apartment
cortplex nearhy,

“Wye've built walkways
that go from one devel-
oprnent to the other, and
wi worlied o adinst
certain huilding layouts
5o thara pedestrian
could go from one place
to anotlser without going
around everything,” he
s,

Aqnther commoen
theme of Miller's work 23
taking on projects in
neglecled urban areas —
overrwn with steel and
coperele = and subtly
infusing them with
greenery and water flow,

“At the core of all of
thiz 1% a nofion that vwe're
being subliminally affect-

Prooo couflesy Sulle Mameg

Each section of Zephyr Gate has [is own landscape
pases with its own unique garden settings.

ed by the landscape, and | architecture is just as

il’s mot sereaming out at
vou right af your face
that this is all obvious
and logical," he said.
Al the B',q.r Aren iz
perhaps as appropeiabe ;
Huyground for innova-
tive lnndscape architee-
ture as any In the eouwn-
Iry. With its temperate
climate and ample sun-
shime, it's an ideal locale,
“1 think landscaps

| important as good archi-

tocture as far as 'm eon-
cerned, especially here in
California,~ said Rick
Hoellidzay, Foundes and
president of Holliday
Development, which has

| worked on a handfal of
[ projects with Miller over

the last wo decades,
“You knoay, iF we were in
Manhatlan, it probably
wouldn't matter; youd

Phota caurtisy Miler Company Landsrepe SEnkecis

The dining room entry court at Pacific Cannery
Laofts features a sustainoble rain garden design.

juat have put some plants
in hallways, Bul bhere,
vou really want the out-
side to come inside and
the inside to come oul-
gide, People want to have
a relationship with the
outside in Morthern
Califernia, and deing
that well is critical to
doing peod infill hous-
g,

Miller, who grew up in |
Southern Califormda and

was educaled on the East
Caast, but has called
Morthern Colifornia
home for roughly the Tast
35 vears, says the terraln
here pives landscape
architects wii ir.||.1|:' chial-
lenges.

“We basically live in a
desert in California, and
all of our water is inpor-
ted from one place or
another, o there's a
tremendous need for

—

landscape architecture to
help turn this desert (hat
wee Jive in indo o livahle
etvironment,” he aqail.

Ultimately, Miller
realizes that the autdoor
space of a developiment is
aliast alwa'ﬁ. ]Mgm'
than the wilerior SN,
sl what you do with
that is as important us
creating comfortable
living rooms and spa
cions kitchens.

“The largest space that
we have with these proj-
eeis is evervihing thal's
cutzgide of the buildings,”
he said. “So the core and
design of the world out-
side of buildings is fre-
mendowsly dmperetant to
the way we live, especial-
Iy in weban places, This
is kind of our public
living room — what we
have sutside — and the
MOTe Wi Can create so-
cinhle environments for
compiunities coming
together, the bettar aocial
environment we're moing
Lo hive.”
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