House Hunting:
Overpriced homes
offer a way to

a bargain J1
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SMART GROWTH

New lofts part

of West Oakland
transformation



S,

Cannery units Central Station’s first

By Valowle Galbay

EPECIAL TG THE CHROMN [CLE

Weat Dakland is un-
derpoing & transformas
tion with Central Sta-
tion, & serics of housing
developments in the
neirhborhood around
the historic Southern
Pacific Train Station.

Approved by city
leaders five vears agn,
the plan calls for maore
than 1,000 homes o
replace 26 dusly scres,
They'll be clustered
arcund the restored
Bepux Aris-style 16th
Street Train Station, the
terminus of the Trans-
comtinental Railrond.

5o far, there are 163
units in the former Pa-
cific Cannery building
-, mbout half have been
sald — and Zephyr
Cate's 130-unit towmn-
house project, MNinety
nine helow-market-rate
apartments are in the
wiorks for whal 15
known as the Prescott
Dakland-Point neigh-
borhod.,

The area has long
been a sort of no-man’s-
land. West Oakland was
cut off from the rest of
the city on four sides by
the Oakland Army Base,
West Oakland BART,
the West Grand Avenue
freeway entrance to (he
Bay Bridge and a lum-
bering double-decker
portion of Interstate 880
called the Cypress
Structure,

Then 20 vears agno,
the Loma Prieta earth-
guake struck, rendering
the Cypress a pile of
rubble. Shortly after-
weard the Army base
was shuttersd and an
ul'ﬁgmt had long been

r'l_:-lu.--_:-f_n..---.l- -—-ll__l- du

oft from the rest of

the hipsters arrive, com-
land was suddenly a

| ing for its rough-edged
lot the way it used to be | authenticity; and finally |
— a regular neighbors
hood of Victorians and
warchouses, easily ac-
cesaible and well placed,
The area changed

| the developers.

Che of the first en-
trants, Holliday Dhevel-
| opmient, is building the
| Pacific Connery Lofls in
slowly, just as Jack Lon- | the initial phase of the
Central Station commu-
nity, The 163-unit proj-
ect 15 an adapiive reuse
of a historic warchouse

don Square did. The
artists infiltrate frst,
moving in for the cheap
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Depending on location, you can see various sights from loft windows: } T

throwghout
the complex.
Left: The
dinlng area
adjoins the
L-shaped
kitchen on
the main
Faetory
Maorory sliding
divors lend to
o lorge patio.
(e S
Photns by Halidsy Dewslazrant
| the 1911 Pacific Coast story townhomes that opment, did both, He
Cannery building, which | =it about a quarter mile | built next (o existing
was shuttered during frem the West Oalland | transit and incorporated
the Great Depression BART Station, encugh energy-saving
and has sat emply for | Experts say it's far | itemns to have the project
50 years, Minely-nine greener to move closer Build It Green-certified.
lofts are centered on | 1o places you need to Urhan planners call
three interior courtyards | get to tham it is just | this “amart growth.”

in the original cannery | installing sustainable
building. Mew structures | wood Aooring or photo-
integrated into the his- valtaie lights. Rick Hol-
torie rehnh offer 49 liday, founder and presi-
flata and 15 f Holliday Devel:
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| Specifically, smart
growth means creating
houzing close to existing
urban mmstrouctors
Contiuoes on next page
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From frrevions poge

and job centers while
encouraging the next
wave of improvements,
such as grocery stores
and retail shops.

The Pacific Cannery
Laofts is made up of
modern one-lewvel flats,
Ol twvo-leve] lofis and
three-story town homes
ranging from ome-teed-
roam, ane-bath foor
plang to teo-bedroom,
tera-laath o ﬁ!.?ll'.-l“i:rl‘lh.
. Prices eange from

5249,000 to $405,000 for
homes between 730 and
200 souare feet, One-
bedroom units have oge
parking space and twio-
bedroomms have twn,

But that car 18 hardly
Y nr‘ﬂlllmii:.' hecsuse 271
traina hit the West Oak-
land BART Station daily
and the tain ride to the
Embarcadero stafion
takes just six minutes,
There are trains every
1%4 minutes during com-
e tme, and the
property offors quick
access o Interstates 80,
Bio, 580 and Higlaway
24, HOA fees range
from #2758 t0 S400 and
COWVET WRLET, Sewer, gar-
hage, common aren
mgintenance, dog wash-
i11|:|; skation, hike ||1|,|11|:|:1,=I
parking gacage, insur-
ance and reserves,

Some of the units
have views, too. De-
pending en which diree-
tion you're Facing, you
might see Angel Island
and Mount Tamalpais,
the Oakland waterfront
or downtown Caklanmd

mutt, a dog-washing
station,

OF the three tvpes of
homes, the Signature
lofts were my favorite,
Ranging from 1,000 (o
1,600 square feet, they
Feel ppen and airy and
Aocded with light from
the wall of windows at
the back of the unit. _
The live-work lofts boast |
douhle-height eeilings
{as high as 10 feet), mez-
zanines and expossd
concrete columns, ducts
ar] ubilities,

Entered from the
main factory floor, the

fromt door opens to the
half bath on the ight
and the kitchen-cum-
Hving idining space with
L-shaped kitchen to the
lefi. The minimalist
kitchen has Energy Star
stainless steel Whirlpool
appliances, open shelv-

| ing and Corsn count-
[ ertopa. The Hving-diming

arca is at the front of a
space with shiding doors
leading to a poaod-aiee
patic. (1t metually the
ariginal loading dock
from when the Cannery
was operational and
leads outside the build-
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The Pacific Cannery Lofts complex has been certified as Buoild It Green.

ing.)

Up the metal-railed
stabis are the master
bedroom and full bath
with a generously sized
closet overtooking the
| Ao below, The muster

bath, which has a Japa-
nese spung feel to it has
hamboo loorneg, a pow-
der-coated, custom:
made vanity with vessel

| =ink, buili-im towel rack
| and lower xhe!ﬂ H1 4 wt'll
| a5 pood-size shower and
[ b The stackable

| washer and dryer sit

| behind an eecondion

| door Extea storage 1s

tucked beneath the
SERICS,

Within the building
are three interior eouwrt-
vards plus a fourth
oreen space called the
Grove, Two of the inte-
rlor courtvards werne the
original enormous light-
wells from the canmery
that were douhled in
size and made open air
asg part of the project.

Facific Cannery lofts

| offer an extensive design

center run by Thomas
Jameson, an award-
winning designer who
provioyshy owned Tiem
Stadio. Buyers can cus-
tomize their unit by
choosing hghting, floar-
ing window coverings
aned built-in elosets and
storage units, all of
which can be included
in the mortgage a8 roll-
ing upgrades,

The project has port-
neved with the city of
Dakland to offer a lim-
ited number of down
payment assistance
loans. The leans are
125000 at 5 percent
stmple nterest deferred
until rezale and are for
[rar-tme ]'II1I'I'|I' h1:|:|.'ve'r1

Pacific
Cannery Lofts

1200 Fine St., Daklamnd

Devalopar: Holllday
Developrnent

Architect: David Baker +
Partners hrcnitects

| Clty: Oakland

| Model: Price: 3325000

Square footage: 1100

| Price per squarne foot:

About 3255

: Badrooms: 1
| Bathrooma: 1)

Parking: 1

| {one per bedroam
| Monthiy hoameaownor

dues: 5375

Sales office hours:
Moon 1o 5 p.m. except
Wednesday

Phona: (510 250-1800
Wb vearw pelotis.com

who make up (o 852,500
for an individuwal or
570,400 for a couple

E-mail commeniy
o realeaf e
sfedronicie.com,

Massive Price Reductionsl

Open Sunday, 2 - 4 pm
Elegant Estate with Panaramic Yiews Inft Sharsng gi 2.5
Sinapid en afg of thy best view koss with @ buge useable yard. this d. & 3 Bodroom Homas
deiipngr remodaled ertoen Fezreres panorm i views af San 1 Siarfing in the 400,000
Francive Bay and begord, Thare are five bedrooms, fowr ning | e e R
bathrzome, 2 lbrary. media room and puest culm. Crnetaenlar Vs ] el
Offered at $4.000,000 Speclacular View Raaf Deck

and the Berkeley hills,
[ alelition, Bay Arvea
Backroads donated 25
touring bicycles for
residents’ use, and there
is parking for 300 bikes
Downstairs &5 the Veles
Loungre, with hike re-
pair workbencheas, re-
pair stands, air fill-up
station and private Jock-

ers, and the Laundra-

; Ealas Offce Hauds:
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