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Oakland
Old blight
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inWest Cakland. A new community is developing around a former train depet as n gighbars
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Zephyr Gate resident McSean Cayetana plays music at a Mational Might Dut event, seen at top, Tuesday &t the nev development

farm e-mail trees and crime watch groups.

Residents see renaissance in development

By Cecily Burt
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Mew condominiums sit cmpty around the
ity as buyers stay away, bul moving vans have
been stegdy visitors W new developments along
Wood Street in West Oaklind,

The new homeowners wre breathing life
into whaot had been a no man's land we
between the Prescott neighborhood of West
Oaklond and Interstate 830, an area that until
recently wos better known as o pepository for
truck purking and illegal dumping. They are
walking their pets around the nelghborhood

and establishing Neighborhwod Wateh groups
andl e-mnail communities oo oul dewn on erimes.

Breeently, & colorful cafe offering free Wi-Fi
aceess openad in a restored Industrial loft, and
the owner plans to open a yoga stucdio upstaies,
© Brmall steps, sure, but it's only the beginning,
aren reaudents HHY.

A redevelopment plan that Oakland ity
leaders approved four years ago calls for as
miany a5 Lol pew homes — collectively ealled
the Cantral Station project — to replace 26
dusty acres surmounding & restored Southern
Pacific train depal. The depot haa been shut-

tered since the 156389 Lo Prieta earthouake.

The busls in housing ard bonking dogrmed
sales in the MEd-unit Paeific I,_.'qlr|:|_=_'|.'1'm' alte, nme
of the first of the developmientls Lo get under
WY,

But things heve loosened up in recent
munths: Fiftv-seven unita, nearly all in the his-
torie Pacifle Copsl Cannery building, have been
sold and 21 have closed vsorow, said Gail Swark,
sales divector, Another 15 townhouses will go
o sple this weekend, she said.
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No empty buildings

[Tnlike the cannery, the
130-unit Zephyr Creek devel-
opment filling in the blocks
hetwean 12th and 1dth streats
in constructed in stapes as
units are sold. People move in
pe aoon s their townhouses
are finished, so there are no
empty buildings, said Sandy
Rie gales manager for
Pulte Homes. So far T4 homes
have been built and sald; 63 of
those have clesed eacrow and
the newr owmers have moved
g

“Tt's gorgeous. It's the best
thing that ever happened o
us," snid Maribm Reynolds,
a longtime homeowner who
Tives nearby and hag endured
the blight of these emply
hlocks for vears, “The area is
really looking up and looking
betber,”

Mick Williams, 26, an el-
ementary  schood  tescher
at Auwrora School in North
Oakland, wis ane of the early
pioneers, He and his partner,
Melsom Fernandez, took 4
chanee and bought. a Zephyr
Gate townhouse in Jamiary
#0008, when there was noth-
ingr but empty lots all around.

“It worked out great,"
he said one recent weekday
while out walking his pug,
Ninja. “This neighborhood is
really quiet and great. We're
i it fowe the long ﬁaul.."

The lpcation is close to San
Frunecisco, where Fernandez
works, and they like to ride
their hikes to the Emeryville
Marina, Omne drawhack is the
lack of a nearby grocery stora
and other amenities, although
the addition of more resi-
dents in the area will likely
spur aome retail growth over
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A bicyclist rides along Wood Street near Lath Street past
a new condominium development Tuesday in Gakland.

time.

David Ghodimi, 47, a
union electrician and jack of
many trades who was aid off
in Seplember alter Eﬂﬁhﬁ!
work on the California Acad-
emy of Sclences building in
Golden Gate Park, is also a
pionesr of sorts,

He moved to an industrial
Ioft acress the strest from
Central Station four years
ago and decided recently to
bulld a cafe. Galates Cafié
i gix weeks agn, filled
with colorful art created by
his pirlfriend and offering fres
Wi-Fi and a range of coffees,
smoathies, and breakfast and
lunch Eare.

There is a chesshoard on
one of the tables and Ghad-

imi, who is also & massage
therapist, plans to open a
voga studio upatairs.

‘Crime really
went down’

Ghadimi saéd he has no-
ticed a big change in the
neighborhood since the va-
cant blocks have been filled
in with new homes and new
residents

“Before, we were call-
ing the copg every might.”
he said, “People were trying
ta break in the building and
breaking into cars, so we
formed @ neighborhood ne-
sociation, There were three
crack houses around here,
and we helped close them
down, When the lst one on

“It’s gorgeous. Its
the best thing that

1 ever happened
| tous. The areais

really looking up
and looking better.”

— Marilyn Reynalds,
Fammeanmer who [Ehes pear
the development

14th Strest closed, crime re-

ally went down.”

drop partlyta polce Teepone
y peartly bo police r 3

ing zoomer to H11 ealls, bat the

strength in numbers fueled
new residents moving to

the area helped, too.

“(The criminzls) started
speing s as not so much of
an easy barget,” he aaid,

Severil devalopments
will shape the Central Sta-
tion project. In addition to
the Pacific Cannery Lofls and

AophyT Gate townhouses, the p
fr-unit [ran Horss affordable |

rental complex should open

this full. However, construe- |

tion hos been delayed on a
large market-rate apartment
complex on a ]ae%m k b
tween l4th and I6th streels,
closest to the old train sta-

Thog.

Reynolds said there is
Ho o izon bepween the
junky, old trailers teat used
to populate the Zeplyr Creek
lotn anr whak she sees there
W,

“The trailers have been
replaced by new homea for
people, students and teach-
ers lwyers,” she said.
amd the inereased tax (rev-
ere) willl trickle down to the
comunaty.”

Reach Cecily Burt at 510-208-
{41, Check out her biog at
g i huzz, comyioesieiae.
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