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MEMBERS OF "f'HE _HAILS COMMUNITY “ROUP, top left, Oakland city officials and Mayor Ron Dellums tour the

~old 16th Street train station in West Oakland this month. A nﬂnpmfnt board has been formed to oversee the station's

resurrection, with an overall goal of restoring the station and making
Gakiand s cultural and histum: legacy. Top right,

| commu:mty beacon serving West Oakland

| since Rick Hulliﬁay hought the stately

By Cecily Burt

- STAFF WRI TER

WEST OAKLAND --1t's been years

- Beaux Arts train depot on Wood Street

~and spearheaded the future develop-
 ment nf several dusty acres surround-
it
o Mthnugh the first of humﬂreds of
_new lofts and townhomes are popping
~up nearby, the prized centerpiece of
~ the massive Wood Street remdenhal ’
development is in bad shape.
 Squatters and graffiti artists have
. been unkind, and a tour last week re-
vealed more damage to the landmark
station inside and out. The second-
| _bfnry rall p}atfﬁrm had hﬂ{atﬂd a pamt |
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ball war, with the splatt&red evidence
left behind on the walls and iridescent
-azure paint beads littering the crum-
bling stairs.
- But things are starting tm move the
_station’s way. A nonprofit board has
been formed to oversee the station’s
- resurrection as a place to honor and
learn about West Oakland's hlstﬂry
place where young people gain useful
job skills, and space for community
gatherings.
RAILS, short for Restoration As-
sociation for Improvi ng the Landmark
16th Street Station, is composed of
three representatives from the Train
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it fmancnally sustainable, whrie also honoring West
the station is packed in 1965. |

}Shuttered rail station is worse for wear, AT
but wheels are turmng on effort to create 0%
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'H - mhumummmummmmmumrmmmmmmﬂhmm
din funds genersted by the con- $400.000 in  redevelopment were located in - would serve as event space for

the large funds to pay for & six-month  West and the role the  mestings, partics and other
FROM PAGE 1 residential Wood Street rede- feasibility study and other pre-  station played in the migration community events, and lo-
Station Partnership organiza- §

tion, two representatives from in stanting comstruction on Phil T i has : & trai An-
BUILD, the development com- many of the units, however, m e mem the M Ron Dwel- mwrmwwmwum
pany that owns the station, the estimated tax increment study, which will include a lums upa awayina cated o youths 10 host their

evaluations, i
had come to preserve  bey Consulting Group, traific studies and options for  foroes — and there were many ters and nonprofit
e
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Erts
mates COmMSer- case there ks another carth- building that will

i peg the project al %0 there definitely is a NEsses nonprofis.

Hﬂm That includes ﬁu{ " $aid Greg o ::“ His uncle, CL Del- developers.” Lin said. “We all
more than §7 million to buy um,nmmmg Honoring Oskland lums, was the West Coast vice realized we had a comman in-
the station from BUILD, in- appainted by the Train Station  The overall goal is 1o re president of the Pullman Por-  1erest in the restoration of the
cluding the baggage wing and store the station and make it ters labor undon, and his father train station, and the difficulty |
vail plotform, and a separate  “That's someihing we will financially sustginable, while wis a sleeping-car porter for a  of doing that required us to all |
vacant of land for & look at, ... are there interdm  also West Qukland's  oport rime. work together and role up our
new bailding to house we can do to the cultural and legacy. “They were like the as- sheeves It will be an

chmmunity organizations and 'mmmm S0 far it seems clear that tromauts of the 19405, he challenging project, but the

Ronprofits associated with the Lin, director of community the station — most Hkely the recalled will be =

station. Restoration and devel- - economic justice for the East baggage wing — will include Dack waih s sy ome Paveff s

opment costs are included in Bay Community Law Center exhibit space honaring the

the 58 million estimate., and a train station . Pullman Porters, the Brother- USing the space 6441 or churti@bayareanews-
Much of that money will — The Oakland City Coun- hood of Sleeping Car Porters  The grand main hall and  growup.com.
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