10 DAKLAND STRUCTURES sanfranciscabusinasstimas.com (5 IF BUSINESS TIMES | WIVEMBES 21-07, 2004

ur'm sl bullish on West Dakland. The real estate husiness n g::r.r:nil his heen hit hred of Tete. . |‘F"|-'HI.I. |_'.||.1|‘. tht aside, ... West Dakland s as glimli a4 il I_,{_l'.-L's..- sy Hu"llfq‘la'r'.

West Oakland looks to SoMa’s revival model




West Oakland looks to SoMa’s revival model

Condos join mix of older
housing d]ld warehouses

BY BLANCATORRES
San Francieco Bukrses Times

est Dakland i on the cusp. The neighbor
hood, which sits at the base of the Bay
Bridge, could become the Bay Area's next

greal Success story — If it can survive the
current economic downtum.

Some developers see West Oakland as the next South
of Market, a 5an Francisco nelghborhood transformed
from an undertilized industrlal zone to a booming oflice
and pesidential distrct,

West Oakland’s location seems ideal, with casy
aocess o both downiown San Francisco and downitown
Oaldand. s acres of empty land and abandoned Indus-
trinl sites make i ripe for redevelopment.

Investment mostly skipped over West Oukland for
decades, but that changed in the Last several years, The
nelghborhood now balances altracting imvesinent with
preserving a rich history and sense of community.

Like other nefghborhoods b the city, West Oakland
expericnoed a housing boomlet with 100 unbts recent-
Iy completed, under construction or approved. Plans
are also in the works to revive the West Oukland Train
Station, a historic sile now vacant for mare than two
dhacades,

West Oakland, an area encircled by freeways, includes
indusirial warehouses, artist lolts, Victorian homes, one
al the buslkest BART statbons, soocer fiekis, decades-old
businesses and Lhe train stalion that once served as the
primary portal for newcomers 1o the Bay Area,

Ferhaps no one understands the analogy between
SobMa and West Onkland betler than developer Rick
Holliday, The first developer 1o build work/live units in
Solla in the earty "0, he deckied to make 3 similar bed
in 2000 on West Dakland by bigdng 29 acres between

Frontage Road and Wood Street to build a master devel-
opiment called Central Station,

Holliday eventually sold off some parcels of the land to
other developers. He kept a section with a formes can-
nery that he redeveloped into 163 [ofts that hit the mar-
ket In Septembier,

Central Statlon also Includes 130 townbomes by Pulte
Homes, 33 allordable apariments built by Bridge Housing
and another 350 to 400 apariments by Emenyville-based
HFH Limited. Pulte has bullt more than a third of its unils
while Bridee Houzing recently began consteuction on lis
site, HFH has yet to break ground.

Other developers such as Kothy Kubner of Dogtown
Development and Bill Lizhiner of Lighter Property Group
are holding on to entitled residential projects there until
1 CCOMMTTY MECOVeTs.

Fhil Tagami of Califernia Capital Group, who alsa
worked on restoring the Retunda building and the Fox
Theater, signed on to lead the restoration of the train sta-
thon, which may become an events space,

Along with mew housing, a ncighborhood Tike West
Onkland also needs to grow its job base, said Malo
Hutson, assistant professor of cily and regional planning
at the Universiy of Californla, Berkeley. The city is work-
ing to altract green companies, many of whilch may end
up in West Oakland,

*The question |5 how do vou attract green business
and also, what do yvou do with the land? Hutson zaid,
“That could drastically change what happens In West
Oakland”

The large tracts of new construction sit In contrast with
an existing resldential neighborhood lined with Victorian
hismies,

O fssue soune resldents have is that shimy, new hous-
ing is built while they feel the existing communlty is

“This Is a historically African-American nelghborhood,”
sald Maxine MeKinney De Royston, who boaght a reno-
vated Victorlan In West Oaklusd about a yenr and a hall
ago with her husband Regoie Royston, 1 don’t want West
Oakland to look like Emeryville"

The Foystons, African-American graduate students at

LI Berkaley, want to live in a neighborhood with a strong
sense of community and a diverse population. They aay
their main cohcern with the mult-lamily developments s
thal the residents want o say in thelr uniis rather than
becoms part of the neighbarhoocd.

"The sentiment i that "We've been fighting for 20 kong
to have some sort of development” and now theres all
this investment, but i calers 1o newcomers.” Hutson saldl.

Holliday has tried to address thal issue by enlisting
artist and entrepreneur Marcel Diallo to set up two gak
leries In the Paclfic Cannery Lofts to showense the work
of about 30 artists who live within three blocks, The
projects also inchedes a space for & cal® that Holliday [s
shopping 1o Tanya Holland, owner of the nearly Brown
Sugar Kitchen. The restaurant openad in January and s
uztsally packed.

“People here are just so happy to have a restaurant Jike
this in the nedghborhood,” sald Holland, who moved 1o
West Dakland three and half vears ago, “As a resident,
| definitely foed a sense of community and pride. People
here like connecting with each othes”

hiore residents could support hetter amenities such as
a full-gervics grocery store, dry cleaner and more restay-
ramts, Resldents also want more bus lines and infrastrue-
fure Improsemicn s,

The Roystons support the idea of Improving the neigh-
borhood with new development, but they would like to
see It happen alongside a revitalization of the existing
housing stock — houss by house,

"W want people to buy Usese howses and di them up,”
Heggie Royston said.

Holliday's Cannery Lofts also mecd buyers. The devel-
oper considers the project the hest he has bailt, but the
one that has fared the worst In terms of sales,

T 21l bullish on Wist Oakland,” Hollkday sadd, “The
real estate business in general has been hit hand of Lae,
so it’s hand to look at any area with enthusiasm and opti-
mism becaude the market has been challenged so much,
If youn put that aside, and think that there will be a stabl
lzed markel soon, West Oakland is as good as it gets.”

hiorres bnournals.com [ (418) 3884950 8
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PROJECT NAME MAP  DEVELDPER,
CODDE LOCATION: DESCAIPTION
UNDER COHNSTRUCTION
Juck Landen 1 Jack Landen Squane Partnara
Squara Eight dewitapmen areas within Jeck Landen Sqeare baunded iy Nice,
Redarelspment Secand and Barrios Sreets gad Enbarzader,; 10 milan 2 of

mizzhgsn i, commeni and effice, 1,700 12a] maovie thester

CiyCenter T2 2

240w brisl, supermurkets, reitaurants and oifices
Shorenstein Aealty Investons; 0115t 5.; BO0000 1L stfice

W0 Broadway 10

Fiom Theater i City of Oekland Hedeselopsent Apency
TEOT-16ES) Telegragh Be.;
[ebebiitation ol #e hztoric tesier, 2000 oF aidon
1890 Broadway Encinal Jacksen LLC
163 Breacway; B0 51 oFice space, 25,000 5F, recad,
220 haysing wnits, 154 perking 8pots in & SE-slary e o and
rehabbtatin of the Egnce bubirg
Kaizar Canter The Sweg (o; 300 Lakesice Dve; TBO000 £, office in d2-5t0ry Lover,
ﬂ&.ﬂ]ﬁl:imcahﬂ-!—mm. HIIIIEr:I.I.i
Kaizar Parmanenie Kaiter Permantnbe: Smefvey and Meesithr Bodevernt:
JiE-berd homplll, e el office I:t-lﬁ'l;:,mﬂ:i'l;:h]rﬂ_rl_"
Feathill Square Jay-Phares Corp.
Redevelapment 10700 Masirther Bivd ; Redevelopmest of &
Prefect 14 E-sere cemmercidl shepping center s
Calisaum Cemier Dinesh Maniar
B3] Begerberper Rond; Commerial shopping cevker of BT000 &1,
APPROVED
City Center THTE 9 Sherenstein Realty Imvesters
Beercud by T, 1200 and Chay Streets and Breachesy.

G000 oF. cifice, T500 of. pommerrisl

SKS Investments; 710 Broadvey, SIL285 o fice 26T . et

1840 Broadway 1

1640 Breadway Assocites
1540 Besachwery; TTTE00 2. effice 4 TID &L oot
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